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Mrs.Davis 

 Have friends, relatives, or siblings join their  FANCLUB and comment on 

their masterpieces Jéééé go to www.artsonia.com  

Congratulations to Angeliz Morales for having her artwork chosen to become 

a U.S. postage stamp.  She was honored last month at a press conferen ce.  

 

 

http://www.artsonia.com/


What have we discovered in Art so FAR ?

 

 

 

First Grade 

We just completed paper puppets and discovered how 

to fold the paper to cut the same thing out twice.  We 

also discovered how to fold a glue ledge to make paper 

stand up.  Next is Monet!  He is my favorite artist and we 

share the same birthdayJ  

Second Grade 

Landscapes: Ask your second grader what a horizon line 

is?  Ask them to show you in a painting what is in the 

foreground, middle ground and background.  There 

winter scenes are turning out beautiful! 

Third Grade 

Papier-mâché masks are coming 

along.  If you have any beads, 

feathers, raffia or shells the students 

would love to add these to their 

creative masks! 

 

Fourth Grade 

We are beginning a long and awesome unit covering the art, life, and culture of Asia.  We begin 

with sumi-e paintings of bamboo and plum blossoms followed by carp kites, gyotaku, mangas, 

ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊƻƭƭǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŀǊǘ ƻǊ ǎƻǳǾŜƴƛǊǎΩ ŦǊƻƳ !ǎƛŀ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭass I would 

greatly appreciate it.   

Fifth Grade 

We just completed soft-cut block prints and will be 

screen printing on grocery bags that each student will 

get to bring home in the hopes that their parents will 

use them to shop.  How cool to grocery shop with your 

ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎΩ ŀǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƎΧŀƴŘ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ 

plastic bag at a time!!!! 

 

Next month Paper mache pigs! 

 

Kindergarten 

We have been discovering 

TEXTURE both felt and seen.  We 

created texture rubbings using 

things in the room and texture 

plates.  We tried to create the 

texture of a field of grass using oil 

crayons.  Be sure to check out 

ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀǊǘǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ 

www.artsonia.com  

 



                             

Mrs. Handy 

Things to listen to: 

Listen to yƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜǊΦ  !ƴȅ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƳǳǎƛŎ 

will help them become better musicians.  www.pandora.com lets you 

create a playlist of similar music styles, composer, and performers. 

Things to make: 

Look at how to make your own instrument from things around the house.  

http://www.kinderart.com/teachers/9instruments.shtml At the end of 

October we will be making instruments in many of the music classes.   From 

now until October 16, please send in any of the following items:  

 Plastic containers with lids- WASHED: Yogurt, sour cream, cottage cheese, dip, 

margarine, pop bottles, etc. 

 Cardboard containers: tissue boxes, cereal boxes, shoe boxes, cereal boxes, paper towel 

rolls, toilet paper rolls, etc. 

  ά{ƘŀƪŜǊέ ŀƴŘ άŦƛƭƭŜǊέ materials: pony beads, dried beans, rice, etc. 

 Other, purchased, materials (only if you have extras):Rubber bands, masking tape, wax 

paper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Grade:  

We reviewed the 4 voices- whisper, talk, 

shout, sing- and steady beat.  Many of 

our activities include a song and game.  

We are beginning to read rhythm 

ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ά.ƻǿΣ ²ƻǿΣ 

²ƻǿΦέ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ 

reading rhythms through songs we 

know.  Chopin is our composer from the 

Romantic music era. 

Kindergarten:  

We are constantly working on keeping a steady beat.  We sing with a 

steady beat on our laps; move around the room to the steady beat; play 

drums using a steady beat; steady beat is what we work on ALL year!   

We also discussed our 4 voices- whisper, talk, shout, and sing.  In music 

class we try very hard to use a singing voice during our songs.  We have 

learned a few singing games- ά/ƘŀǊƭƛŜ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ hŎŜŀƴέΣ άaŜƭƻŘȅέΣ ŀƴŘ 

ά/ƛǊŎƭŜ άwƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ½ŜǊƻΦέ  Lƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ 

voices with new songs and use scarves to move around the room 

creatively.  

http://www.pandora.com/
https://webmail.ipsd.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=b04c87b9554e4f949030bd3ed119c08f&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.kinderart.com%2fteachers%2f9instruments.shtml


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Grade:  

άWŀƴŜȅ aŀŎέ began our year as an 

introduction to question and 

answer phrases in music.  We took 

it to the xylophones to create 

improvised harmonies.  We 

learned about 16th notes through 

an American folk song-ά/ƘƛŎƪŜƴ ƻƴ 

ŀ CŜƴŎŜǇƻǎǘΣέ In September we 

studied orchestra and band 

instruments.  We will follow this 

up with a field trip to see the West 

Suburban Symphony Orchestra on 

October 26.  Mozart is our 

composer from the classical music 

era.  The students recognized 

ά9ƛƴŜ YƭƛŜƴŜ bŀŎƘǘƳǳǎƛƪέ right 

away. 

5th Grade: 

We began the year studying music in 68 time.  άLΩǎŜ ǘƘŜ .Ωȅέ was the 

Canadian folk song we focused on, interspersing 68 rhythms to create 

a Rondo piece.  We are now focused on identifying Major (happy 

sounding) and minor (sad and somber sounding) music.  We are 

learning about chords through playing individual tones on the 

xylophone.  It sounds really cool when there are 30 students playing.  

Orchestra instruments families are also taking precedence in our 

music lessons.  Sibelius is the composer we are studying.  He lived in 

Finland during the modern music era. 

3rd grade: 

We started out with a game called ά¢ƘŜ /ǳǇ DŀƳŜΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǎ 

how to count triplets.  I bet your students could teach this to you 

(use plastic cups J).  During September we begin playing and singing 

mi, re, do melodies.  άо .ƭƛƴŘ aƛŎŜέ was the song we sang, 

accompanied on the xylophones, and played a game to.  ά{ƛƳǇƭŜ 

{ƛƳƻƴέ is the next mi, re, do song we are singing.  It will be in ABAB 

ŎƻŘŀ ŦƻǊƳΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά.έ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƛŜǎ όŀǇǇƭŜΣ 

strawberry, etc.) to clap rhythms.  Towards the end of October 

students will learn a musical accompaniment to ά¢ƘŜ bŀǇǇƛƴƎ 

IƻǳǎŜέ by Audrey Wood, which they will perform for the 

Kindergarten students.  Beethoven is our composer from the 

classical music era.  Students have had a blast listening to 3 

movements of his 5th Symphony. 

2nd Grade: 

We have been learning many play party 

games.  This consists of a song, student 

performed accompaniment, and game. 

ά.ƻǳƴŎŜ IƛΣ .ƻǳƴŎŜ [ƻǿέ is a favorite so far.  

We started talking about string instruments.  

This will continue in October.  We will start 

picking play party games and songs for our 

program during October.  J.S. Bach is our 

composer. He lived during the Baroque 

music era. 



 

 

 

Mr. Folley 

CURRICULUM                   

Dance, dance, and dance some more.  The music classes will be combined with the PE classes for one 

week and the students will be dancing the days away.  5th grade will be focusing on ball room dancing 

and learning the meringue and swing.  4th grade will focus on square dancing, while K-3rd will be 

experiencing a variety of line dances with a taste of square dancing. 

The remaining weeks before break will be used for holiday games and team building.   

EXERCISE OF THE MONTH 

With the holidays here, walking and shopping seem to be the exercise of choice.  Walking through 

the malls at a good pace can be great exercise.  Some simple tips for exercising when shopping:   

1:  Use the stairs as many times as possible 

2:  Park in a spot far away from the entrance (more walking!!) 

3:  Get some simple ankle weights tat you can wear under your pant legs.  Nobody would even know 
you have them on!!!! 

4:  While carrying those bags full of gifts and treats, do an arm curl or two. 

NEWS 

Floor Hockey IM will be taking place the first two weeks in December.  This IM is after school until 

4:30.   

To finish up the dance unit, 4th and 5th graders will be taught how to step by the Waubonsie Valley 

High School Dance team. 

HAVE A GREAT HOLIDAY!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!   

 

 



    
 

Mr. Stedman    Mrs. Sassano 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we approach the holiday season, many Owen families are getting ready to exchange gifts. Do your 

child a favor, and consider purchasing some books. You may also consider a magazine subscription. 

I hope that you will also find time to visit the public library during the upcoming winter months (if it is not 

already a part of you routine). Help your child select books that they can read without assistance, and 

some that you will read together. 

Children often need a nudge when it comes to reading. There are many other choices that are easier to 

make and the bells and whistles of electronics are difficult to resist. A good rule of thumb that will help 

your child reach his or her potential is to make sure that s/he spends as much reading as s/he spends 

watching video and playing electronic games. 

During December, all grade levels will be working to improve skills with Destiny (our library software). 

Searching with Destiny will help the children find their way around the library and will improve their 

Internet search skills.  We will be using a Smartboard to facilitate these lessons. 

 

Kinders will be taking a first look at Destiny, and they will learn that they can search for books by 

author and title. They will learn how to tell if a book is currently in the library. They will also review 

that call numbers are the key to finding books, and that the library is organized into sections including 

easy fiction, fiction, and non-fiction.  

 

First graders will be learning about searching by title, author, subject and series. They will also be 

looking the browse feature, which will help them find titles and authors when correct spelling is a 

challenge. They will also take a closer look at the book summaries in each record. 

 

Second graders ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ άƳƻƳέ 

ƻǊ άƳŀέ ƻǊ άƳƻƳƳȅ ά ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀƴ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƭƛƪŜ άƳƻǘƘŜǊǎΦέ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third graders will be looking at other features of individual book records, and will learn to conduct 

subject and author searches from within a record. They will also review subjects and revisit the browse 

subject browse feature. 

 

 

Fourth and fifth graders will look at the advanced search feature, which is essentially a 

Boolean search. They will also review other features of Destiny that have been previously 

introduced. 

 

 

 HomeworkΥ ό¸ŜŀƘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ LΩƳ ƻƭŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦύ 

±ƛǎƛǘ hǿŜƴΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ Dƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [a/ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘ hǿŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎΦέ 

Have your child show you what they know about using Destiny. While you are there, help your child find 

some books that they want to check out. 

 

Thanks for supporting our book fair! We raised about $1500.00 for the library. This 

money will be used to purchase new books. 

Happy Holidays everyone! 


